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SERMON XXV. 
BY REV. DR. BELSHAM, OF LONDON. 


ON THE ETERNAL DURATION OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 

Concerning the duration of future punishment, some have maintained, 
that the future sufferings of the wicked shall be eternal ; others, that after a 
limited period, they will terminate in annihilation ; and others, that the ten- 
dency and design of future punishment, is the reformation of the sufferer, 
who will ultimately be raised to perfect and everlasting felicity. 

The arguments in support of the dismal doctrine of the eternal duration of 
the future sufferings of the wicked, are the following: 1. Sin being com- 
mitted against an infinite Being, is an infinite evil, and therefore worthy of 
infinite punishment. ” 

This is an unintelligible and gratuitous assumption ; it supposes that God 
has some other end in view in punishing the wicked, than reformation and 
example—i. e. that God is a Tyrant. The simple fact that: mankind are 
limited in all their powers and faculties, is a sufficient refutation of the doc- 
trine of infinite sin. It is hardly good logic to affirm, that a limited being, 
can perform an unlimited act, either good or evil. It would be the same as 
saying that the stream can rise higher than its fountain—which is a gross 
absurdity. We being limited in power, our acts, and their consequences 
must also be limited, or there is injustice somewhere. 

2. It is urged that the doctrine 6f the everlasting sufferings of the wicked, 
isexpressly revealed in the scriptures, and has been the prevailing belief of 
Christians in all ages. 

Answer 1. Ifthis doctrine be true, then there is an infinite disproportion 
between the offence, and the punishment—a finite being, for a finite offence, 
ina finite time, is punished with infinite and unending misery!!! 

2. Ifthis doctrine be true, then God makes his creatures eternally miser- 
able, for the commission of offences, which were the foreknown, and there- 
fore the necessary, or inevitable result, of the faculties which he has giventhem 
—of the circumstances in which he has placed them—of the frailty of that 
nature which he himself imparted—and the temptations to which in the course 
ofhis providence, they have been exposed. ‘That is, mankind act as he 
foresaw they would, and the consequence is, he torments them world without 


end. 
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3. If this doctrine be true, and if it also be true. that a majority of man- 
kind are vicious characters, the gospel revelation so far from being good tj- 
dings of great joy to ali people, would fill the world with terror and dismay, 
What! shall we be told that the gospel reveals the doctrine of the unutterable 
and never ending torments of a large portion of the off pring of the Most 
High, and can we call it a message of gladness ? Can we believe it to be that 
better covenant, of which the apostle speaks, if it brings to light ideas infin- 
itely more cruel than those which urged a Nero or a Caligula on to deeds of 
darkness and blood ? 

4. A doctrine so improbable in itself, so apparently inconsistent with al] 
the rational and encouraging apprehensions of the divine attributes and goy- 
ernment—so terrible in its consequences, is not to be admitted but upon eyi- 
dence the most direct, unequivocal, and irresistible. 

5. The scriptures are so far from teaching this formidable doctrine, that 
there is not a single text in any of the authentick prophetic or apostolic wri- 
tings, which can, by any fair and rational construction, be made even to ex- 
press the idea. ‘This will appear evident, if we pass to the examination of 
the supposed evidences froin the scriptures, of the doctrine which is now un- 
consideration. 

Matt. 18: 18. ‘it is better to enter into life halt or maimed, than hay- 
ing two hands, or two feet, to be cast into everlasting fire ;"’ verse 9. “ into 
hell fire’’—literally, the valley of Hinnom. See 2. Chron. 28: 3. also Jere, 
7: 3land 32. 

These passages only express the permanence of the place, and of the in- 
struments of punishment, and are more applicable to a continual succession 
of criminals, than to individual sufferers. ‘The place was the valley of Hin- 
nom situated in the immediate vicinity of Jerusalem where a fire was kept 
almost perpetually burning. Into this place the carcases of beasts were 
thrown upon which the worms preyed. So that “the worm died not, and the 
fire was not quenched” being kept burning night and day. ‘The Saviour is 
here quoting the language of Isaiah and is prophesyi ing the te mporal calami- 
ties about to fall upon the Jewish nation. ‘The figure of fire was common to 
the writers of that period when speaking of the judgments of God. In -the 
closing verse of Isaiah it is said, “ and they shall go forth’’—that is from Je- 
rusalem to the valley of Hinnom—* and shall look upon the carcases of the 
men (the Jews) that have transgressed against me ; for their worm shall not 
die, neither shall their fire be quenched, and they shall be an abhorring to all 
flesh.” ‘This must be allowed to refer to temporal judgements—for they were 
to look upon the carcases of those who had transgressed against God—not 
to look upon them in another world, but in the valley of Hinnom, where the 
bodies of no less than 600,000 transgressors were cast during the siege by 
the Romans—* where their worm died not, and their fire was not quench- 
ed.’ The passage does not mean that they were to be tormented in this 
place eternally—but that their dead bodies would be cast into this common 
receptacie of filth to be consumed. See also Mark 9. 43: 48. The proph- 
et and the Saviour use almost precisely the same language—it was addres- 
sed to the same people—and meant the same thing viz. their temporal de- 
struction. We cannot suppose that the prophet intended one thing and - 
Christ another, and that too entirely different, when they both use the same 


language. pees: 
Mark 3: 29. “ But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit hath 
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never + forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.” ‘This text pro- 
nounces eternal damnation upen those who shall ye eres the Holy Spirit 
is explained by the paralled passage in Matt. 12: 32. “it shall not be for- 
given him neither in this world (literally, age) nor in the world (age) to 
come.’ ‘The meaning is that no provision is made for the recovery of those 
who reject not only the miracles of Christ but the more public and splendid 
ones of the apostles after his resurrection. ‘Their sin was not taken away— 
and they remained in the same unhappy condition in which Christianity found 
them. ‘hey have not forgiveness to the age. 

2. Thess. 1: 9. “Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power—in that day.’ 

The apostle is here speaking of the tribulation which God should reecom- 
pence to those that troubled them. These we find (see 1. Thess.) were the 
Jews who crucified the Lord Jesus—who pleased not God and were contra- 
rytoallmen. ‘They were to be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord. This could not be done by consigning them to 
hell; for David says “if [ascend up to heaven thou art there ; if { make my 
bed in hell thou art there.’ ‘The presence of the Lord was at I erusalem and 
the Temple was filled with the glory of his power. 'The Jews were to be 
destroyed asa nation with an everlasting destruction, were to be banished 
from Jerusalem where was the presence of the Lord and from the Temple 
where was the glory of his power. 

Matt. 25; 46. “ And these shall go away into everlasting punishment.’ 
The phrase ** everlasting punishment,” properly signifies everlasting correc- 
tion; that is a correction that will last as long as any thing refnains to be cor- 
rected. It signifies suffering inflicted for the benefit of the sufferer ; and if 
any conclusion On so important a point is to be drawn from verbal criticism, 
this text is most favourable to the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 

Il. The doctrine of Universal Salvation maintains that the wicked will suf- 

fer in a future life—that their sufferings will be remedial; that the design 
and tendency of them will be to purify. the character from ‘those vicious hab- 
its which have been contracted in the present state—that to this end they must 
necessarily be very severe, being intended to purify the character from those 
moral stains which would not yield to the discipline of this life ; that conse- 
quently the intensity of their sufferings will be in exact proportion to the de- 
pravity of their character, but that all will terminate in the total extinction 
of vice, and in the ultimate recovery of every individual to virtue and happi- 
ness. 
The arguinents in favour-of Universal Salvation are I. The infinite good- 
ness of God. The tokens of his goodness are displayed on every hand. Ey- 
ery object upon which we cast our eyes, proves that ‘“* the Lord is goou and 
doeth good continually.’’ Add to this that he is unchangeable and we have 
a foundation for our hope immutable as the promises of Jehovah. 

il. The impartiality of that goodness. If God is impartial ; has no re- 
spect to persons ; if one of lis creatures is made happy the same benevolence 
that secures the happiness of one, will secure the happiness of all. But it 
may be objected that this argument proves too much. It would extend to 
brutes. We answer, that ifthe brutal creation have a “ pleasing hope, a fond 
desire, a longing after immortality,’ then the argument does extend to. them, 
and not without. If they have no wish, no desire for eternal life then they 


lose nothing if it is not bestowed upon them. 
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iff. The perfect happiness of God isa kind of pledge that his creatyr: 
will be happy. 

[V. All, or by far the greater part of the evils we know ave remedial. 
therefore by analogy all are so. 

V. God doth not keep his anger forever. In judgment he temembereth 
mercy ; and his mercy endureth forever. 

VI. God is the Father and Benefactor of his creatures, he must therefore 
intend their ultimate happiness ; and as he is all powerful and all wise, our 
final happiness is as certain as there is a sun in heaven. 

VIL. The dispensations of God to the Jewish nations are Symbolical of his 
dispensations to mankind in general, and to every individual in particular, 
But the Jews are now rejected witha view to their being ultimztely restored, 
so likewise are impenitent sinners. 

Vill. Facts plainly revealed, and admitted by all Christians, cannot be 
reconciled with the divine perfections, upon any other supposition but that of 
Universal Salvation. 1. ‘That the number ofthose who will escape future 
punishment is comparatively small, and the way to life narrow and difficult, 
2. ‘That the wicked will be raised tosuffering is a circumstance in the highesi 
degree incredible, and contrary to all experience and analowy, and the re- 
verse of every thing we should expect from the divine goodness, if they are 
not intended for ultimate happiness.* 3. That these sufferings wil! be very 
severe and intense, and of indefinite duration. 4. ‘That the suflerines of 
the wicked will be in exact proportion to their demerits and their crimes. 
All this is wise, and right, and even necessary, if the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation be true ; but upon any other supposition these facts are utterly in- 
explicable and incredible. See Hartley on Man, Part I. C. IV. Sect. 5. 

The Scriptural arguments in favour of this “ great Salvation’ I shall ad- 
yert to on some future occasion. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be and 
abide with us all henceforth and forever. Amen. 


* The Doctor, it appears, believes in a state of disciplinary chastisement between 
death and the resurrection—but that none will be miserable after they are raised from 
the dead.—Ep. 





SERMON XXVI. 


| The following extract from the Address of Rev. B. Bates, delivered on the fourth of 
July, will no doubt be acceptable to our readers. | 


Such is their thirst for learning, that “no means within their reac’: are 
left uneinployed to attain the summit of excellence, and to increase the fa- 
cilities for instruction. Accordingly, you find that some of these states, 
whose territory and population are so small as almost to escape your obser- 
vation, in a general survey of Europe, hold in the literary world a more dis- 
tinguished rank than the country of the Czar.” —“ Weimar, for example, 
with a territory not larger than many of the counties of New-York, and a 
population of two hundred and three thousand inhabitants, has a University 
of between four and five hundred students, with two libraries, containing 
140,000 voiumes, three learned societies, and several distinguished gymna- 
sia, besides several schools of an elevated character. Baden, with a terri- 
tory not so large as Massachusetts, and a population of a little over a mil- 
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lion, has two Universities, containing almost 1200 students, three public 
libraries, in which are assembled 140,000 volumes, four lycea, and four- 
teen gymnasia, to say nothing of the Latin schools which exist here.” p. 


or 
Ole 


Germany is not only distinguished for the number and character of its 
Universities, but likewise for its numerous valuable libraries, which are ac- 
cessible to its students and inhabitants, and which must greatly tend to the 
extensive diffusion of learning. “ The library of Gottingen,” this writer 
says, “is universally acknowledged to be the most valuable in Germany. 
This country contains a greater number of large libraries than any other. 
In truth, every day’s ride presents you a new one, of which almost any me- 
tropolis would be proud, if not for the number of the volumes, yet certainly 
for their value. Ninety-one years since, the first volume of this library was 
purchased ; at the pre sent time there are three hundred thousand, the bright- 
est productions of the human mind. ‘Almost one hundred and fifty years 
ago, the library of Yale College was founded: there are now but eight thou- 

sand volumes. A traveller in Germany finds it difficult to proceed aday’s 
journey, in any direction north of the Mayne, without discovering something 
to remind him, in the small cities through which he passes, that intellectual 
cultivation is an object of great importance to the respective governments. 
In entering Germany from ‘Strasburg, and travelling a few miles north, he 
arrives at Carlsruhe, where a library of seventy thousand volumes un- 
folds its treasures. A few hours’ ride brings him to Heidelberg, where he 
discovers another of fifty thousand. After proceeding about thirty miles, 
he enters Darmstadt, where he beholds a third, containing eighty-five thou- 
sand ; at Mayeace, another of ninety thousand ; and in the commercial city 
of Frankfort, still another of one hundred thousend volumes, evinces the 
noble spirit which has animated the enlightened merchants of that city. As 
he leaves the latter town for Gottingen, he stops at Giessen, not far from 
thirty miles, and in this small uasversity he is surprised to find a collection 
of only twenty thousand volumes ; but he soon learns, that at Marburg, 
twenty miles further, is another of fifty-five thousand ; and at Cassel, sixty 
miles from Marburg, a third, of from ninety to one hundred thousand vol- 
umes, adorns the capital of Hesse. On his arrival at Gottingen, the next 
day in time to dine, he beholds with astonishment, three hundred thousand 
volumes, all collected within a century. Making this a central point, and 
proceeding north about forty miles, he enters Wolfenbuttel, a small town 
of less than 7000 inhabitants, and learns with no little pleasure, that the go- 
yernment of Brunswick has enriched it with a library of two hundred thou- 
sand volumes. Advancing still north to Hamburg, he is delighted in visit- 
ing the commercial and city libraries, of twenty-five and ei zhty thousand 
volumes, to discover that this mercantile city has displayed the same love of 
literature as I’rankfort. Southeast of Gottingen, at the distance of thirty 
miles, he arrives at Weimar, where a library of one hundred and ten thon 
sand, and at Jena, ten miles further, another of thirty thousand volumes, 
proclaim the princely spirit of the dukes of this little state. Leipzig is but 
ashort ride from the last mentioned city. Here he observes with equal 
pleasure, two libraries, containing one hundred thousand volumes: et 
Halle, in Prussia, only twenty five miles distant, one of fifty thousand ; and 
at Dresden, the capital of Saxony, a third, of two hundred and forty thou- 
sand volumes. Preceeding to Berlin, he enters the library of the Univer- 
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sity, containing one hundred and eighty thousand volumes. The Konigs- 
berg library, of fifty thousand ; the large collection at Breslau, as well as 
those of many other cities of Promia, all display the patronage of the fOv- 
ernment, as well as the love of literature which characterizes the P russians, 

“ Proceeding from Strasburg through Southern Germany, a similar pros. 
pect presents itself to his view. At Freyburg, he finds a library of tw enty 
thousand ; at ‘Tubingen, another ; at Stuttgard, one of one hundred and 
sixteen thousand ; at Wurtzburg, a fourth of. thirty thousand ; at Eriangen, 
one of forty thousand ; at Landshut, one of one hundred thousand ; and at 
Munich, he discovers the largest in all Germany, and the third in the world, 
containing four hundred thousand volumes. On his arrival at Vienna, he 
finds that a similar spirit has influenced the Austrian government. if not at 
the present day, at least of a former iime. "There, in the four great libra- 
ries, the Imperial, the University, the 'Theresian, and the Medical Chirny- 
gical, he discovers fine hundred andsninety thousand volumes. Proe eeding 
north to comple te the circuit of Germany, he is led to believe, on his arrivaj 
at Prague, that its library of one hundred thousand volumes, will do some- 
thing to dispel the ignorance which now covers Bohemia.”’ 

The thirty-one libraries mentioned by this author, contain more than three 
million three hundred thousand volumes, or averaging one hundred and 
seven thousand. The thirty-one largest libraries in the United States, 
do not contain two hundred and fifty thousands volumes! Nor are their 
public libravies only numerous and extensive, for such is the thirst for learn- 
ing that some of the professors and private gentlemen, whose income is 
very limited, have obtained libraries for themselves which are larger than 
any in the colleges of the United States, Harvard University excepted. 

Fyrom such extensive sources of knowledge, and from the vast number of 
learned men in Germany, it may be expected that the number of new pub- 
lications will be daily increased. This is the fact. Froim a cataloge of the 
most valuable theologic al works published in Germany, within the last 
seventy years, it appears that the number amounted “to more than five 
thousand, and are from one to twenty volumes each.’ These are only what 
are considered first rate publications, all ephemeral and third-rate works 
having bee *n consigned to oblivion. “ The ablest works on history, geogra- 
phy and auxiliary subjects, amount to between seven and eight thousand, 
from one to tw elve volumes each.” The catalogue of Gree k and Roman 
authors, with the best translations and commentaries, includes more than 
2500: and if those in the departments of law, medicine, philosophy, criti- 














cisin, oriental and modern literature, those of poetry, romance and the fine 


arts, &c. were added, without including ephemeral publications, it would 
amount to from fifty to one hundred thousand works, which have appeared in 
this country since the middle of the last century.”” p. 354 and 335. 

From this view of the literature of Germany, we pass to notice their reli- 
gious opinions, {t may be reasonably expected that a people so intelligent 
and learned, would examine every religious sentimen with the utmost free- 
dom, and the strictest scrunity. The “ Letters from Germany,’ confirm 
this supposition. ‘‘ Whatever views one may form of the German theology,” 
says this writer, “ he will be compelled to admit, that the German divines, 
in industry, stand pre-eminent. There are very few theological opinions, 
which, since the reformation, have been presented for investigation, that 




















have not been analyzed here during the last half century, with 2 minuteness of 
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examination rarely known in other countries.”? “ We must admit, if we ex- 
amine their works, that they have done more to enlarge the knowledge of 
sacred criticism, than all the nations of Europe. In this trent they are a 
century in advance of England and every other couniry.”” p. 3 

* x # ~ * * « * * * ¥ a % * 

If genuine piety and pure “morality, as it is frequently asserted among us, 
are found to flourish only in proportion as the dogmas of Calvinistic and 
‘rinitarian theology are received, we must certainly conclude that Germa- 
ny, in this respect, must be in a very deplorable condition. As little or no- 
thing of the creeds of St. Athanasius and Calvin is now, or has been, be- 
lieved, in Germany, for a century past, and as no fear of eternal misery has 
been inculeated as a salutary check upon the minds of this people, we may 
expect to find them all, not only in the broad road to licentiousness, but ac- 
tually engulfed in immorality and wickedness. A little attention to the ob- 
servations of this traveller will enable us to judge of the correctness of these 
conclusions. 

After giving a general description of the manners of Berlin, the capital of 
Prussia, this traveller says, “ Berlin is decidedly less immoral than Paris, or 
the cities of the south of Europe. Vice is much less visible here than in 
most Catholic cities ; and although it exists to a considerable extent, it is 
more necessary to draw a veil over it. The villages, so far as | can learn, 

are far more moral than the towns, and Berlin is less so than the smaller 
cities.” And fnrther; “ Although there is much vice in this city, 
there is also decidedly more real religion, than in any of the other cities of 
the continent which [ have visited.”-—« Among the laity, the proportion of 
relicious is decidedly greater than among the c lergy. This is peculiarly true 
of the roval guard qi uartered here, many of the officers of which body are 
said not only to lead exemplary lives, but to exhibit that ardent love to Christ 
and to mankind, which he has informed us is the test of diseipleship. I know 
of no art ny, W here there are so many religious men among its officers, as in 
that of Frederick Willi: um, and perhaps ‘few have ever existed, where the 





proportion was so great.’ 
Speaking of 1 individuals, we notice the learned and pious Eichorn, of 


whom he thus speaks: ‘** How much soever one may differ from him, and 
even lament that he has added the weight of his name, and his immense 
learning to the side of scepticism, [liberal christianity] no one can converse 
with him, without being convinced of the sincerity of his belief, and without 
feelixs the greatest respect for his exhibition of so noble an example of in- 
dustry, nor fail to remember his amiable and affectionate manners, without 
the greatest pleasure.” Again, when speaking of other professors, he 
says, “Some of those with whom I have conversed, appear to be emi- 
nent for their piety. I have never seen any christians, who seemed to me 
to have a dee oer sense of the odiousness of sin in the sight of God, or 
whose hearts beat with more ardent gratitude towards our Saviour, for the 
great redemption he has made for fallen man. I know of no examples of 
humility, greater than those exhibited by some of these gentlemen, or more 
elevated views of the character of God, than you discover in their conversa- 
tion. So far as an opinion can be formed of them from their reputation, 
and from their conversation, we must look in vain for brighter examples of 
piety than they exhibit. ‘They certainly manifest a greater spirit of love for 
those who differ from them, than is found in most of our sects, and they are 
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very unwilling to shut the gates of heaven against all those who do not be- 
lieve in every article of their creeds. In this charity and love, the Protest- 
ants of most countries would do well to imitate them.” p. 423. 

Such, my friends, is the testimony borne by a per rson, who is in no re- 
spect fi iendly to their theological sentiments ; and coming fromm this source 
is entitled to respectful consideration. His prejudices of education, his re- 
ligious sentiments and connexions, would more or less influence him to 
view them in an un clea light. But his good sense, his candour, his 
sense of justice, compelled him to speak of men and things as he found 
them; and we have no doubt but what he has declared on these subjects is 
substantially true. Not that we wanted this testimony to convince us cf the 
correctness of the opinion, that just views of the character and attributes of 
the one living and true God, and of the revelation of love which he has giy- 
en us by his Son, Jesus Christ, will produce in all who truly embrace them, 
a rational and fervent piety, as well.as a pure and exalted morality. For 
whatever may be the cant or the calumny of seli-styled orthodoxy on this 
subject, we can point to the living epistles among us, which are known and 
read of all men, and which satisfactorily contradict the oft repeated slander, 
that liberal christianity leads to umpiety of heart, and licertiousness of prac- 
tice. 

We have assembled, my respected friends, to celebrate no ordinary event. 
If it be proper to notice in a grateful manner the day which gave civil liberty 
fo our country, when a nation was emancipated from the galling yoke of ei- 
vil oppression, of how much greater consequence is the moral freedom of 
our race from a bondage worse than Egyptian, and a tyranny more cruel 
than the grave! Our hearts rejoice in the progress of civil liberty, and we 
fervently pray that it may spread to every shore, until all men, of every na- 
tion and complexion, are REx. 

* * * * * * * * * * * °K * * 





There are many reasons which prompt us to rejoice in the diffusion of lib- 
eral christianity. Among these are a desire to see our christian brethren 
delivered from that gloomy and appalling system of doctrines which debases 
the mind, casts the gloom of despair over the fair creation, and represents 
our earth as the prison house of millions of souls, doomed from eternity to 
endless perdition. It is to preserve our fellow men from being driven to the 
other extreme of irreligion and impiety, and to “ live without God and 
without hope in the world.”’ lor, when they are awakened to see the absur- 
dity of that gloomy system in which they have been educated, and the folly 
of the superstitious fears with which their minds have been entliralled, there 
is danger of running into this extreme. This awakening will certainly take 
place, anda fearful reaction will be produced ; and there is nothing that 
will save them from this calamitous result, but a knowledge of the principles 
of liberal christianity. In proof of this it may be stated with confidence, 
that very few of those who have landed in total scepticism, but were once 
the zealous votaries of fanaticism, and in avoiding this “ Seylla, they have 
fallen upon Charybdis.”’  [t is therefore to save our fellowmen from the per- 
nicious effects of these two extremes, that makes us so desirous to diffuse 
what we conceive to be just and rational views of religious truth, 


Note. ‘The pages to which the author of the foregoing refers, are those of Dwight’s 
Travels in the North of Germany, in 1825—6; a very interesting and valuable w ork, 
of which honourable notice has already been taken in this paper. Ep. 
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The absence of Mr. Fisk and Mr. Tho- 
mas, With their ill health and my own, will 
account to our readers for the paucity of 
original matter in the present No. of the 
Gospel Herald. R. C, 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

« Great is truth, and it will prevail.”— 
True, but by what means? Not by apathy 
and stoical indifference ; not by waiting 
for miracles in its favour. We must dig for 
it as for hidden treasure, and when found, 
display its beauties to the admiring gaze of 
our fellow men. We must advocate it 
fearlessly and importunately—-we must 
court investigation, and firmly and fairly 
meet our opponents on their own ground. 
We must show that we value it, by our 
earnestness in its diffusion, and prove its 


We 


must acknowledge, by our zeal in its dis- 


utility by its effects on our conduct. 


semination, that its interests are as dear to 
our hearts, as are those of error to our op- 
ponents. But, is this the fact as regards 
our order—or rather, do we not too dis- 
tinctly say by our actions, that truth will 
prevail, whether with or without our ex- 
ertions? Truth will never expand without 
ACTION : to conquer, we must go forward, 
and to persuade men that we believe as we 
profess, we must “earnestly contend for 
the faith” of which we speak as precious. 
Of one mistake we ought to be especially 
cautious—we ought never to despise nor 


reject the use of any honourable means of 


promoting the truth, merely because they 
have been pressed into the service of our 
antagonists, ns 


It 


misery for ourselves, or the belief of its 


as 


infliction on our neighbours, is the hinge 
on which morality turns, and the corner 
stone of religion, how much longer will the 
human race be under its influence, ere its 
beneficial results shall be demonstrated ?— 
Has the experience of centuries sanctioned 
a continuous experiment—-or can the keen- 
est optics discover its usefulness? If not, 
plain common sense dictates, that it should 
be abandoned asa forlorn hope. The ef- 
} fect of any other tenet, if different, must 
be betler—worss it cannot be. C. 





Some preachers, on particular occasions, 
intonate the following exhortation in such 
a manner as to excite the fears of their au- 
dience, and to increase their ow conse- 
quence—* Prepare to meet thy God.”— 
Why not exclaim, “ Prepare to meet the 
devil?” Or, do they imagine that the Fa- 
ther of mercies is worse than ‘heir devil ? 





DEDICATION. 

The house lately erected by the Univer- 
salists in Hanson, Mass. was dedicated as 
a place of public worship, on the 15th ult. 
The Trumpet describes the congregation as 
Br. Elmor Hew- 
itt labours there in word and doctrine. 


too large for the house. 





We understand the frame of a meeting 
house was lately raised in Bridgewater, 
Vt. the principal owners of which are Uni- 
versalists. Another building is also ex- 
pected to be finished this season, in Genoa, 
N. Y. for the same purpose, the requisite 
sum being already subscribed. 

Ot FC 


COMMUNICATION, 


Mr. Enrron—To the question, why 
must | believe the Scriptures? what is the 
correct answer? Must] believe them be- 
cause a rejection of them is unpopular ?— 
Because so vast a majority of the enlight- 
ened part of mankind receive them? Be- 
cause my first lessons inculcated such a 








ome affirm, the fear of future | 


belief? Because so many councils, synods 
and conventions, have pronounced them 
true? I opine that none of these reacons 
| ought to satisfy the mind of conscientious 
| inquirers after truth, Ought I to receive 
‘them because they are such as might be 


| 
| 
| 
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Supposed to proceed fron: God as a revel- 
ation of his his will to man? Ought I 
carefully and candidly to peruse them, and 
see whether they contain any thing derog- 
atory to the character of God, or that is 
plainly contradictory to his nature? 
none of these are the true reasons,why am 
| under a moral obligation to receive the 
Scriptures as the “man of my council’” | 
cannot possibly imagine any other. 

Now, if I believe them for any of the 
former reasons, there are situations in 
which | might be placed which would af- 
ford me equally good reasons, for embra- 
cing the grossest errors. And if for the 
latter, how am I to know what “ might be 
supposed to proceed from God as a revel- 
ation of his will?” How am Ito know 
what is “derogatory to the character of 
God?’ Must | admit the deductions of 
reason and the dictates of common sense ? 
Our orthodox clergy tell me that these are 
dangerous guides in matters of religious 
faith. But do they not by this means de- 
stroy the only ground on which Christian- 
ity can be embraced, without the relin- 
quishment of our faculties as rational be- 
ings? The grand secret must come out. 
They have interwoven so gross a medley 
of absurdity, of contradiction, and of “cun- 
ningly,” og rather bunglingly “ devised 
fable,” with the plain, straight-forward 
doctrines of Christianity, they dare not 
suffer their disciples to exercise their rea- 
son—knowing that the moment such mon- 
strous inventions, such palpable forgeries 
are subjected to the scrutinizing inspection 
of a rational unprejudiced mind, their fal- 
lacy appears and tue crart suffers, Is 
there any thing contradictory or absurd in 
genuine primitive Chiristianity ? any thing 
that shrinks from rationa! investigation : 


God forbid. S. HAMMOND. 





Tuovenrs CoNncERNING A Furure Srate 


A future state of existence is clearly re-| 


vealed in the scriptures. No doubt can be 
indulged as to the immortality of human 
nature, that does not operate, with equal 


force, against the divine origin of the sa- 


it 








es, 


and seeing his efforts ineffectual, may be 
constrained to check his vain curiosity, and 
rest his hopes on such evidence as the scrip. 
tures afford; which ought, indeed, in the 
first place, to have been satisfactory. The 
apostle Paul says, speaking of the spiritual, 
future world, “ But now we see through a 
glass darkly ;” and St. John testifies, that, 
“It doth not yet appear what we shall be.” 
It was sufficient for those holy men, to be 
convinced of an immortal, glorious state of 
existence beyond the grave, without being 
made acquainted with the peculiarities of 
such a state. Whether we shall exist im- 
mediately afier dying—in what part of the 
universe—whether we shall be visible or 
invisible—recollect the circumstances of 
past existence—beho!d and understand the 
affairs of earth, &c. are questions of minor 
consideration. They afford topics of in- 
vestigation for ingenuity and fancy, but 
are left undecided in the pages of revelation, 
Two things, should be duly considered, in 
this place, viz. 

First, that should the curiosity of man 
be gratified, and the dazzling mansions of 
vlory be fully displayed to his vision, it 
would prove Inghly injurious, unless the 
arrangement of things here, should first un- 
dergo an entirerevolutionorchange. Who 
could devote his attention to the trifling 
affairs of earth, with the glories of eternity 
in perfect view? Far better might a fami- 
ly of Newtons be diverted for years, witha 
collection of toys and trinkets for children. 
Such a disclosure would defeat the purpo- 
ses of industry, society, education and sci- 
ence. The present state of things, so far 
from engaging our attention and exciting 
our admiration, would appear puerile or 


disgusting ; and thesoul would be constant- 


. . > ' . . 
cred volume. Convince a well-informed | ly transported, far above the scenes of earth 


and consistent man thatthe inspired pen- 
men were duly authorized to declare “ ev- 


erlasting things,” and he cannot for a mo- | 


ment question the doctrine. He may be 


perplexed in attempting to solve many in- 
teresting queries, in relation to the mode 
and circumstances of a future existence ; 


| 





and time. 

Secondly, mstead of perplexing ourselves 
about those peculiarities, which, to say the 
least, could not be of any advantage, when 
known, let us turn our attention to those 
things which may be understood and im- 
proved to our individual and mutual! edifi- 
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It would be of no conceivable ser- 


——— 
cation . 


viee to the science of astronomy, to know 
the size, strength, occupation and man- 
ners of the inhabitants of the moon and 
tars; nor would it be more useful to us, 
to know the precise mode and manner of 
fature existence. It is the proper business 
of man, to study his nature, wants, depen- 
dence, duties and destination in this world, 
and to avail himself of the best means, at 
his command, to induce a confidence, that 
he shall exist, under the merciful adminis- 
tration of the same Moral Ruler of the Uni- 
And it is the hap- 


py privilege of christians to become con- 


verse, in a future state. 


yinced that death will be swallowed up in 

victory, and life and immortality reign 

through the intellectual world. R. 8. 
@-¢ 

CALVINISM IN MAINE. 


We extract the following from the * Re- 





port on the state of Religion within the 
bounds of the General (orthodox) Confer- 
ence in Maine.”—Chris. Int. 

“The cause in which we are embarked 
Naked facts, 


however disheartening, will best serve its 


calls for no concealment. 
interests. Ifthe picture cannot be cor- 
rectly drawn without presenting shades of 
adark hue, still so far asmeans are fur- 
nished it should always be drawn correct- 
ly. And, ifit were really so, it would be 
peculiarly gratifying for this General Con- 
ference to report, that now the Spirit of 
Almighty grace is descending.on the great- 
er part of our Churches like rain upon the 
mown grass and as showers that water the 
earth. But instead of this, the appalling 
fact must be published, that far the great- 
er part of this heritage of the Lord is like 
Gilboa, on which neither rain nor dew is 
now descending.” 


~ 


= 


belief that the 
heathen are exposed to eternal misery.” 


“ We cannot avoid the 


of Rev. Francis 
Wayland, the Baptist President of Brown 


This is from a sermon 


College, in Providence. The mere st>te- 








on the calvinistic scheme, is enough to make 
sensible and benevolent men reject it. The 
poor, ignorant heathen, then, are to be 
made eternally miserable for not believing 
in Him of whom they never heard! for not 
embracing a religion they know nothing 
about ! Abominable.—Jb. 





‘The worst of madmen is a saint run mad.” 

So say we. Whena saint runs mad, he 
neglects his business, and leaves his domes- 
tic duties to attend meeting, and intercede 
for the restoration of souls at large. He 
may be seen tracing with solemn pace the 
street, with eye straight forward, as if to 
look down ali obstacles, intent on what he 
shall say, if perchance at an inquiry meet- 
ing the officiating brother shall kindly say, 
“ Brethren, there is room for remarks.”— 
His remarks are made—he tells of terrors 
which are to be in the next world, and from 
which to warn his fellow men, he has re- 
linquished his own duties, without money 
and without price—preaches to them of 
what concerns their eternal interests—and 
then notes in passing, that he will receive 
any contributions for the redemption of 
souls remaining in heathen darkness. The 
old women and silly men give their mo- 
ney, and go home saying, “ that man’s a 
saint.”—Salem Courier. 





There are twenty-three Universalist As- 
sociations or Conventions in the United 
States under the jurisdietion of the Gener- 
al Convention.—Chris. Int. 





We are happy to perceive that the Dan- 
bury Recorder has opened its columns to 
an able correspondent in support of the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation. The same 
may be said of the Salem Courier.—Reii- 
gious Inquirer. 


NEW-YORK AND PHILADELPHIA 
ASSOCIATION. 


This Association will meet at Philadel- 
phia the first Wednesday and Thursday in 
September. We hope many of our minis- 
tering brethren will find it convenient to 
attend. 


—_—-—-—— 


Subscribers to the Universalist Preach- 


ment of such a doctrine, true as it may be! ex, may look for No. 7 next week. 





} 
| 
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BRIEF DIALOGUES—NO. 9. 

Limitarian. I now have proof that 
those who die wicked will remain so. 

Universalist. And pray, what is the 
proof? 

LL. What do you make of the text, “ As 
death leaves, so judgment finds ?” 

U. Do you believe that if a man dies 
drunk, judgment wil! find him drunk ; or, 
if a man dies with a smutted face, he will 
appear at the judgment in that manner? 

L. No; but I believe that if a man dies 
in sin, he wil! be punished in eternity for 
it, and will remain for ever in sin. 

U. And do you not believe that if a pi- 
ous man, subject or liable to temptation, 
dies in that state, he will remain so through 
eternity ° 

L. No; he will be purified from error 
and imperfection. 

U. Why your text, as yeucall it, must be 
made of wax! 

L. * As you call it?” Why, is it nota 
scripture text ? 

U. Many times has it been quoted to me 
as such, but I never yet was able to find it 


| the pulpit altogether ; and when they are 
' from the scriptures, you are sure to clothe 
them in fashionable pulpit habiliments,— 
| Here is the text you would have quoted, 
John 8: 21. “ Then said Jesus again “un- 
to them, (the Jews) I go my way, and ye 
shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: 
whither I go ye cannot come.” 

L. It, however, proves all | contended 
for—that those dying in their sins, can ne. 





' ver come to Christ. 
| ou. ilt proves more. See John 13: 33. 
“ Ye shail seek me; and, as J eaid unto 
the Jews, Whither I go ye cannot come: so 
now I say to you. 

L. Yes; but it says that after a while, 
they should foliow him. 

U. True ; and does it say that the Jews 





shall not or will not follow him ? 
L. No; but the bibie says, that « Gog 


out of Christ is a consuming fire.” 

U. Verily, friend, your pulpit budget is 
well filled. The apostle says, Heb. 12: 29, 
|“* Our God is a consuming fire ;” but he 





| nowhere asserts, that our God will ever be 
| out of Christ to any one. 


in the bible, nor have I ever found that} . But may not some be out of Christ 


person who could find it for me. Be plea- | to God? 


sed to tell me where you found it. 

L. I often have heard it from the pul- 
pit, but confess that | cannot find it in the 
bible, that I know of. 

U. It is nothing but a pu/pit teri, then, 
which to me is not proof enough of itself. 

L. There is, however, a text which 
means the same. “ As the tree falls, so it 
shall lie.” Is that proof? 

U. You quote it pulpit fashion—it reads, 
“in the place where the tree falleth, there 
it shall be.” If it related to the body, it 


| U. We have proved the contrary in these 
Dialogues, and are now prepared to offer 


further proof. John 6: 37. “ All that 
the Father giveth me shall come to me; 
and him that cometh to me, I will in no 
wise cast out.” Is it necessary that I 
should quote any of the numerous texts 
which say that the Father hath given to 
Christ power over all flesh—hath given all 
things into his hands? 

L. Not now; I will see you at some 





A. B. G, 


other time. 


would prove that the body would for ever | 


remain where it fell; if to the soul, it| 
proves nothing for you—but happily, it re- | 


lates to alms, and is offered as an induce- 
ment to almsgiving. See Ecclesiastes 11. 

L. There is another: “If you die in 
your sins, where God and his Christ is, ye 


eannot come.” 





17. Your selection, I find, is made from 


GOOD PRECEDENT. 

At the celebration of the 4th inst. in a 
number of places the Report of Senator 
Johnson, on the Sunday Mails was read, 
together with the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. We hope this practice will become 
general in all future celebrations of the 
kind.—Rel. Inquirer. 
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phe Ancient History of Universalism; 
from the time of the Apostles, to its 
condemnation in the Fifth G eneral Coun- 
cil, A. D. 555. With an Appendix, tra- 
cing the Doctrine down to the ira ofthe 
Reformation. By Hosea Ballou, 2d, 
Pastor of the Universalist Society in Rox- 


pury. Boston: Marshand Capen. pp. 
328. 


From the British Universalist—Concluded. 

Amogg the heretics of this period, by 
whom we mean those Christian sects who 
were offensive to the Orthodox, many ad- 
yocates of Universalism are found, though 
as the doctrine was no cause of opposition 
onthe one hand, so it was not of peculiar 
favour on the other. Ofthe Gnostic sects, 
the Basilidians, Valentinians, and Carpo- 
cratians were thinly scattered over all Chris- 
tendom, and were opposed by the Orthodox 
Universalists, as well as by the rest of that 
cass, for their views concerning the crea- 
tion of the world, and for denying altogeth- 
er the doctrine of a future retribution, &c. 
All the Orthodox, whether Universalists 
or not, arrayed themselves against the 
Gnostics of every kind, and these, in their 
turn, against their common adversaries. 
Of the powerful sect of Manicheans, who 
arose during the period of which we speak, 
some undoubtedly held to the salvation of 
al souls. But concerning a sect, whose 
history, like that of all the ancient here- 
lies, is so uncertain, very little can be spo- 
ken with confidence. 

Of the increasing disposition to pass cen- 
sure, which began already to exist to a 
considerable extent inthe church, of the 
gradual usurpation of power by the Bish- 
ops, and of the growth of corruption, Mr. 
Ballou speaks in the following strain :— 
“Christianity had then assemed many of 
the peculiar features it now wears in the 
Romish religion. Salvation, it was repre- 
sented, could be secured only within the 
pale of the Orthodox Church; and all the 
heretics, the excommunicated and the dis- 
senters, were exposed equally with the 
heathens, to the torments of hell. ‘These 
Separate sects, in their turn, however, 
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usurped, at times, the same terrible prero- 
gative, and retorted upon the Catholics 
their own favourite admonitions. At the 
head of the true church, the clerical body, 
and particularly that of the bishops, pos- 
sessed, when united, an influence uncon- 
trolable, and powerful even when divided 
by their irequent discords. Some of the 
prelates began to affect the splendour and 
magnificence of secular nobility, though 
the sword of persecution hung over their 
heads, and oiten feil upon them in ruthiess 
extermination. The christian ceremonies 
and ordinances, to which extravagantspir- 
itual efficacy was generally attributed, were 
losing their pristine simplicity in pompand 
tedious parade. Nor was the morality of 
the gospel less perverted: though down- 
right monarchism had not been introduced 
into the church, yet acts of mortification 
and penance, were regarded as superior to 
ordinaiy virtue, and a life of rigid abstin- 
ence as the favourite institution of heaven. 
But, as might be expected, the manners of 
the time approached, at once, the two ex- 
tremes ofausterity and licentiousness: some 
who professed the abstinence of celibacy, 
even indulged themselves, to the great 
scandal of the better sort, in the possession 
of concubines, from among those who had 
vowed perpetual chastity, 

“Amidst the scene of growing corrup- 
tion, a jealous zeal was cherished against 
all supposed error; and the church exhib- 
ited the striking, though no singular, spec- 
tacle, ef rage forsoundness of faith, in pro- 
portiontothe commondegeneracy. While 
the destructive persecntious of the heath- 
ens, urged at this time with unprecedented 
violence, were drenching the earth with 
christian blood, the believers, both in the 
East and the West, seemed to devote the 
intervals oi repose to amad search for non- 
conformity in doctrine ane discipline, which 
they hunted intoevery corner, and condem- 
ned with little discrimination or reflection. 
In the West, Novatus and his followers 
were excommumeated for their factious 
conduct, and for their obstinate exclusion 
of the lapsed; and Cyprian and the bishop 
of Rome were engaged in a quarrel about 
rebaptising heretics. In the East, Noetus 
and Sabellius on the one hand, and Paul 
of Samosata on the other, were arraigned 
and condemned for opposite departures 
from the indefinable and wavering standard 
of Trinitarianism. Between the East and 
the West, a controversy was kept up con- 
cerning the proper days for fasting, and 
the time for the celebration of the Paschal 
Feast. In one word, so universal was the 


| passion for censure, that scarcely an indi- 
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vidual of eminence eseaped reproot from 
one quarter or another.” pp. 136, 138. 
The third division commences at about 
A. D. 390; and from this time, let the rea- 
der prepare himself to meet with disgrace- 
ful quarrels on the subject of Universal 
Salvation, and the bitterest anathemas 
fulminated against such as maintained that 


sentiment. Epiphanius, of the Island ot 





te tt 
—. 


are the first we discover which have tele 
day been used in the chutch. He critici- 
sed on the word rendered ere rlasting, ‘de. 
fended the eternity of its duration, and 
even attempted to maintain that the orig. 
He is 
the first who used the argument that the 


inal word always signified endless, 


torments of the damned must be of equal 
duration with the happiness of the blessed 
, 


as the same word was applied to both,— 


Cyprus, was the first to commence the 
work of condemnation, being incited by | Possessed ofa great infiuencein the church 
an enmity to John, Bishop of Jerusalem, to 
condemn such sentiments of Origen as John 


He denounces Origen, 


his attack rapidly hastened the downfall of 


Universalism, and soon it was nearly lost 


) 


eee = 


had embraced. amidthe mass of corruption, which for 
however, rather for believing in the salva- 
tion of the Devil, than that of all mankind. 
Next comes Jerome himself, before this an 


admirer of Origen, and a Universalist, who 


some time had been gradually creeping in- 
é - = 


to the church. 





After a lapse of some years, the sentj- 


wD ea < a? raAwitToa da lacts 
ment was again revived in Palestine, and 








condemns the doctrine ofa restoration from 
hell. 


creasing, a decree was issued out by the 


The zeal against the Origenists in- 


Roman Pontiff, and by the synods of Al-| 


exandria and Cyprus, in which Origen and 
his works werespecially condemned, though 
the tenet of the eventua! salvation of all 


mankind was not selected as a subject of | 
| to Pope Vigilius, and the rest of the patri- 


particular anathema, and some of the Or- 
thodox continued to avow it in the church 
with impunity, This contest with the fol- 
lowers of Origen was altogether a most 
disgraceful affair; it originated in private 
pique and enmity, and it is by no means 
disparaging to Universalism, that it was 
first directly opposed by those who were 
busy in seeking subjects of reproach against 
their enemies, and who seized any thing, 
however pure, which they could turn to 
such a purpose. 
the primary cause of Universalism bcing con- 
sidered a heresy. 

This doctrine made its appearance in the 
north-eastern part of Spain, when a depu- 
tation was sent to St. Augustine in Africa, 
the author ofthe presentOrthodox doctrines 
of total depravity, irresistible grace, and 
sovereign partial election, who wrote im- 
mediately against the doctrines of Origen, 
and particularly against his opinion of the 


end ofthetorments ofhell. His arguments 





Personal contention was | 





flourished to some considerable extent: | 


but the Origenists being represented to the 
Emperor Justinian, he immediately order- 
ed an edict to be drawn up, in which, after 
condemning Universalism, he directs Arch- 
bishop Mennas to summon al] his Bishops 
and Abbots, and oblige them to anathema- 


tize Origen and his doctrines. He wrote 


archs, urging them to the performance of 


the same acts. 

To this, ina few years, succeeded the 
meeting ofthe Fifth General Council. The 
decree of a General Council was unaltera- 
ble, and fixed the creed of the Catholic 
Church forever. When, therefore, in the 
year 553, this Council formally condemned 
Universalism, the doctrine received a blow 
from which it never recovered until the time 
came when, to the authority of Popes, 
Councils, and Canons, that of the Word of 
God succeeded, and the right of private 
judgment was asserted and maintained. 

From the sitting of the Fifth General 
Council to the era of the Reformation, no 
continued history of Universalism can be 
given. Through the darkness of this long 
period the light of the doctrine beams un- 
frequently, and traces of it only here and 
These are pointed out by 
The volume 


there are found. 
Mr. Ballou in the Appendix. 
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nner 


before us is commencec w ith a T able of | Univ ersalists ‘of that period. The author 


Contents, and closed with an Index of the 
principal Notes, (of which there is a large 
number,) arranged in the most proper man- 
ner. 

There are 
estimate the labour which the work has 


very few who will be able to 


cost its author. 





Previously to the appear- 
ance of the work before us, it was known | 
only that Origen was a Universalist, and | 
that St. Angustine had spoken of some in | 
his time who had held to Universalism, | 
called 


It was perhaps conjee- 


and who, on that account, were 
merciful doctors. 
tured that a few others of the Fathers were 
this the 


Universalists.—C ompare with 





knowledge whichthe Ancient History pours 


upon the subject, and who can refrain from | 


astonishment at that unwearied and perse- | 


vering spirit which, 
stacles, and brooking all disappointm:nts, 
the 


light of noon where before was almost mid- 


rests satisfied only by shedding broad 


night darkness. Universalists, henceforth, 
will speak with confidence concerning the 
opinions even of the earliest Fathers; and 
will be no longer subject to doubt and un 
certainty, as to the effect a full disclosure 
of the opinions of the early Christiansmight 
have on the public mind in regard to their 
sentiments. 

When it is known that ofall the early 
Fathers not one condemned this sentiment, 
although it was believed and defended a- 
mong them; that orthedor bishops of the 
greatest renown maintained it openly and 
zealously, without receiving censure or los- 
ing their popularity; that it was not till a- 
bout A. D. 400 that it was denounced as 
an error; when this is known, we say, can 
it be believed that the orthodox doctrines 
of the present day were held by the early 
Christians? Another fact brought to light 
by this History. and one highly worthy of 
attention, is, that the word rendered in the 
scriptures: everlasting, was familiarly and 
cominonly used, in the first three or four 


centuries, to signify duration, and was ap- 


plied very frequently to punishment by the | 


surmounting all ob- | 


} 
| 
} 
; 
| 





of the Sibylline Oracles, Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, and Origen himself, all applied the 
word everlasting to punishment, and some- 
times, too, in those very passages in which 
they were defending the doctrine of Uni- 
versalism. ‘this fact speaks volumes. It 
shows the usus loquendi in relation to that 
word ; and seems to settle the question, that 
it did have a limited signification, especial- 
ly when applied to punishment. 
~209 MDD <..- 

UNIVERSALISM IN VERMONT. 

We had heard verbally from several 
sources, of an extraordinary awakenifig of 
Universalism in the northern part of Ver- 
mont, but had no definite and certain in- 
formation on the subject, till we lately réad 
a letter from Br. Joseph Ward, who is of- 
ficiating in that region, published in the 
Ward states 
that the interest excited im favour of the 


Christian Repository. Br. 
doctrine of Universal reconciliation is very 
great—that they frequently travel twenty 
miles to hear a Universalist preach—that 
our brethren in Derby, Salem, Sutton and 
Glover, have resolved to form themselves 
into societies immediately, and to stand fast 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
them free, and be no longer under the yoke 
of bondage.— Religious Inquirer. 
EXCESS AND CRUELTY OF ZEAL. 
We learn by the Trumpet und Magazine, 
of Boston, that an orthodox father in Ex- 
eter N. H. recently gave his son, a young 
man about eighteen years of age, a severe 
beating with a horsewhip, because he at- 
tended a lecture in the Court House by a 
It is 
said the son, while bearing the weight of 


Universalist, and stood in the entrv. 


the blows, said, “ Father it is in your pow- 
er to whip me, but you cannot destroy my 
thoughts.”"—Reader, what would be the 
consequence, if we had such men as this 
father for the rulers of our land? Where 
would be our liberties if Dr. Ely’s (ortho- 
dox) “christian party in politics” should 


come into power ?=-Utica Mag. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN EXAMI*SER. 


* Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth.” 


O happy creature! on whose brow 
The light of youth is shed, 

O’er whose glad path life s early flowers 
In glowing beauty spread— 

Forget not Him whose love hath poured 
Around 'that golden light, 

And tinged those open buds of hope 
With hues so softly bright ; 

But grateful to his altar bring 

The garlands of life's glorious spring. 


Thou tempted one ! just entering 
Upon “ enchanted ground,’ 
‘Ten thousand snares are spread for thee 
Ten thousand foes surround. 
A dark and a deceitful band 
Upon thy path they lower— 
Trust not thy own unaided strength, 
To save thee from their power ; 
Cling, cling to Him, whose mighty arm, 
Alone can shield thy soul from harm. 


Thou, whose yet bright and joyous eye, 
Must soon be dimmed with tears, 

To whom the hour of bitterness 
Must come in coming years— 

‘Teach early that confiding eye 
To pierce the cloudy screen, 

To where, above the storms of life, 
Eternally serene, 

A Father's love is beaming bright, 

A Father’s smile still sheds its ligh 





GERMANY. 
The Editor of the Connecticut Observer 
appears to have taken alarm at the infor- 
mation contained in Dwizght’s Travels in 
the Nortli of Germany, published in this 
papera few weeks since, respecting the 
religious opinions of that enlightened coun- 
try, and the probable influence which the 
knowledge of those opinions is calculated 
to exert upon this nation. His apprehen- 
sions are considerably heightened too, by 
the circumstance that at a public celebra- 
tion of the 4th inst. in this City, a toast was 
drank with much enthusiasm, in praise of 


German liberality, and their advances in | 


theological science, and praying that “ the 
light which has there broke through the 
dark night of ignorance and superstition, 
may irradiate the world.” 


'Universauist REVIEW, is 
| other Saturday. bv A. C. THOMAS, No. 432 
| Grand (near Division) street. 


Now it is perfectly natural that the sen- 
sibilities of Mr. Hooker should be deeply 
affected by this alarming state of things, 
Towitness the gradual wreck and downial] 
of Orthodoxy in towns and villages about 
him, and the portentous strides of Univer. 
salism over its ruins, is something—and 
the occasional conversion of a brother min- 
ister from the darkness of error, to the true 
light of the gospel which lighteth every’ 
|man thatcometh into the world, is rather 
a heartrendimg matter—but that a whole 
nation, populous and enlightened, pre-em- 
inent in industry and learning, of almost 
unexampled piety, and far in advance of 
| every other nation in the knowledge of sa. 
| cred criticism, should have discarded, as 
| it were by acclamation, and common con. 
sent, the precious doctrines of predestina- 

tion and election, eternal punishment, &c.. 
| and embraced the belief ofthe final holiness 
| and happiness ofall men, and adopted the 
| views of all liberal christians and rational 
| men in regard to the observance of the Sab- 

bath, was really overwhelming—And to be 
‘told all this too, and have it published to 
| the world with apparent complacency by 
'a dear brother faith, was quite too 
'much for human nature to bear—But 
'* worst of all and m: be ds plore da” is 
the fact, that there should be found hearts 
| in this country, capable of responding in 

notes of joy, to the iniellectual emancipa- 
| tion of the Germans, from the bondage of 
; ignorance and priestcraft, on the anniver- 
{sary of our political emancipation froma 
| foreign yoke,—the birth-day of civil and 
| religious liberty, toa world. These are 
| signs in the times which are truly ominous 
of the fate of Orthodoxy, and consequently 
astounding to the hearts of its dependants; 
but to all who prefer the rational and be- 
nevolent principles of the gospel, which is 
glad tidings of great joy to all people, to 
the merciless and degrading dogmas ofmen 
which censicn the creature to al! the mis- 
| eries of this life, to death itself, and the 
pains of hell forever, it is a goodly prospect 
and full of comfort.— Rel. Inq. 5 
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@Wriversalist Books, 





Pamphlets, and Sermons, for sale at the 
Office of the Gospel Herald. 














